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In	this	tutorial,	you	will	learn	how	to	add	superscript	in	Google	Sheets.	Superscript	characters	are	set	slightly	above	the	rest	of	the	text	and	are	usually	smaller	than	surrounding	characters.	They	are	used	in	mathematical	equations	to	denote	exponents	(e.g.	X	squared	is	X2),	or	for	ordinal	numbers	(1st,	2nd,	3rd,	etc).	Using	superscript	when
applicable	makes	documents	appear	cleaner	and	more	professional.	Unfortunately	Google	Sheets	doesn’t	support	formatting	characters	as	superscript,	but	we	can	get	around	this	by	using	the	Unicode	superscript	characters.	These	characters	are	similar	to	emoji.	They	behave	like	regular	characters	but	cannot	be	typed	directly	on	the	keyboard	and
always	display	as	superscript	without	formatting.	Finding	Superscript	Characters	Superscript	characters	are	available	for	all	digits	0-9,	mathematical	symbols	plus,	minus,	equals	and	open	and	close	parentheses,	and	all	lowercase	except	the	letter	Q.	There	are	also	uppercase	letters	available,	but	the	uppercase	superscript	set	is	missing	C,	F,	Q,	S,	X,
Y,	and	Z.	Any	of	these	characters	can	be	found	by	searching	the	internet.	For	example,	if	you	want	a	superscript	digit	2,	search	for	“superscript	2”.	Or	you	can	use	the	characters	listed	here	or	in	the	linked	spreadsheet:	Digits:	⁰	¹	²	³	⁴	⁵	⁶	⁷	⁸	⁹	Mathematical	Signs:	⁺	⁻	⁼	⁽	⁾	Lowercase	Letters:	ᵃ	ᵇ	ᶜ	ᵈ	ᵉ	ᶠ	ᵍ	ʰ	ⁱ	ʲ	ᵏ	ˡ	ᵐ	ⁿ	ᵒ	ᵖ	ʳ	ˢ	ᵗ	ᵘ	ᵛ	ʷ	ˣ	ʸ	ᶻ	Uppercase	Letters:	ᴬ	ᴮ	ᴰ	ᴱ	ᴳ	ᴴ	ᴵ
ᴶ	ᴷ	ᴸ	ᴹ	ᴺ	ᴼ	ᴾ	ᴿ	ᵀ	ᵁ	ⱽ	ᵂ	Additionally,	there	are	a	collection	of	other	superscript	characters	that	are	less	frequently	used,	which	you	can	search	the	internet	for	if	you	need	them.	Copy/Pasting	Superscript	Characters	Once	you’ve	located	the	superscript	character(s)	you	want	to	use,	you	can	add	them	to	your	spreadsheet	by	copy/pasting	them.	Here’s	how:
Step	1	Highlight	the	character	(or	characters)	you	want	to	use	and	press	Ctrl	+	C	on	Windows	or	Command	+	C	on	Mac	to	copy	that	character	Step	2	Open	your	Google	Sheet	and	double	click	on	the	cell	you	want	to	add	superscript	to	enter	edit	mode	Step	3	If	you	already	have	text	in	the	cell,	click	the	location	in	the	existing	text	where	you	want	to
insert	the	superscript	character.	The	flashing	text	cursor	should	appear	at	the	desired	location	Step	4	Press	Ctrl	+	V	on	Windows	or	Command	+	V	on	Mac	to	paste	the	character	you	copied	in	Step	1	Step	5	Repeat	Steps	1-4	as	many	times	as	needed	to	insert	all	the	desired	superscript	characters.	You	can	insert	any	number	or	combination	of
superscript	characters	into	any	number	of	cells	in	your	spreadsheet.	If	you	need	to	delete	superscript	characters	later,	they	can	be	deleted	just	like	regular	characters	using	the	backspace	or	delete	keys	on	your	keyboard	Summary	Example	Spreadsheet:	Make	a	copy	of	the	example	spreadsheet	In	this	tutorial,	I	covered	how	to	superscript	in	Google
Sheets.	Want	more?	Check	out	all	the	Google	Sheets	Tutorials.	If	you	came	from	a	technical	field	such	as	science	and	engineering,	you	would	be	very	familiar	with	subscripts	and	superscripts.	In	fact,	we	often	use	a	shorthand	when	typing	subscripts	and	superscripts:Left:		What	you	want	to	type.	Right:	The	shorthand	when	you	cannot	add	superscript
and	subscripts.	Google	Sheets	doesn’t	have	a	setting	for	changing	the	characters	to	superscripts	or	subscripts,	but	there	is	a	workaround.	You	can	stick	with	the	notation	shown	above,	or	use	a	set	of	Unicode	number	subscripts	and	superscripts.You	can	check	the	Wikipedia	page	for	the	Unicode	table:	have	nonetheless	added	them	for	you	here	so	you
can	copy-paste	them:X⁺⁻⁰¹²³⁴⁵⁶⁷⁸⁹	x₊₋₀₁₂₃₄₅₆₇₈₉As	an	example:The	Unicode	superscript	and	subscript	numbers	added	in	Google	Sheets.Another	option	is	to	use	unicode	superscript/subscript	generators.	Lingojam	hosts	one	for	each	type:Superscript	Generator	―	LingoJamSubscript	Generator	―	LingoJamThese	are	excellent	when	you	are	entering
numbers	such	as	superscripts	and/or	subscripts.	However,	Unicode	still	does	not	have	the	whole	alphabet	available	in	superscript	and	subscript	form,	so	you	might	want	to	think	twice	when	you	want	to	add	whole	words	with	it.	For	now,	you	can	use	this	workaround	to	add	superscript	and	subscript	numbers	to	your	Google	Sheets.	When	you	are
working	with	statistical	data	inside	Google	Sheets,	you	may	need	to	use	subscripts	and	superscripts.	If	you’ve	never	tried	using	these	before,	you	may	be	wondering	how	to	enter	them	into	your	spreadsheet.	In	this	tutorial,	I	will	show	you	a	few	ways	to	add	subscript	and	superscript	in	Google	Sheets	What	are	Subscript	and	Superscript?	Subscripts	are
characters	that	are	smaller	than	standard	text	that	is	positioned	slightly	lower.	For	example,	the	5	in	X5	is	a	Subscript.	Superscript	is	similar	to	subscript	in	that	they	are	also	smaller	than	standard	text	but	these	are	positioned	higher	For	example,	the	3	x3	is	a	Superscript.	Both	subscript	and	superscript	are	useful	in	mathematical	formulas	and
equations	for	a	number	of	reasons.	Subscript	is	commonly	used	when	writing	chemical	formulas	or	when	showing	different	versions	of	a	variable	in	a	mathematical	sequence.	Superscript	is	commonly	used	when	raising	variables	to	a	certain	power	(x3)	or	for	other	more	common	uses	like	showing	temperatures	100°F.	In	Google	Docs	it	is	very	easy	to
enter	subscripts	and	superscripts,	but	in	Google	Sheets,	there	is	not	a	built-in	feature	yet	for	this.	Luckily	there	are	still	a	few	methods	you	can	use	to	enter	them	into	your	spreadsheet	that	we	will	cover	below.	How	to	Enter	Subscript	and	Superscript	Copy	and	Paste	Unicode	Characters	The	easiest	way	to	add	subscript	or	superscript	to	your	Google
Sheet	is	to	use	Unicode	Symbols.	The	best	way	to	get	Unicode	Symbols	into	your	spreadsheet	is	to	copy	and	paste	them	from	a	website	where	you	can	look	up	the	desired	Unicode	Symbols	that	you	want.	For	example,	if	you	go	to	Unicode-Table.com	you	can	copy	any	subscript	and	superscript	numbers,	symbols,	or	letters	that	you	want	and	paste	them
into	your	spreadsheet.	CHAR	Function	The	CHAR	function	is	a	formula	in	Google	Sheets	that	you	can	use	to	enter	certain	characters	into	your	spreadsheet.	Each	character	has	a	number	that	is	called	an	ASCII	code.	When	you	use	that	number	with	the	character	function	it	will	return	your	desired	symbol.	You	can	use	this	to	enter	subscript	and
superscript	into	your	file.	The	syntax	of	the	CHAR	function	is:	=CHAR(number)	Below	is	an	example	of	how	to	use	this	formula.	You	simply	enter	the	character	code	of	the	superscript	or	subscript	value	that	you	are	trying	to	return	within	the	CHAR	function.	After	using	the	function	to	get	your	character	you	can	paste	your	formula	as	values	so	you	just
have	the	symbol.	Subcript	CHAR	Code	Numbers	Character	Code	Subscript	Symbol	0	8320	₀	1	8321	₁	2	8322	₂	3	8323	₃	4	8324	₄	5	8325	₅	6	8326	₆	7	8327	₇	8	8328	₈	9	8329	₉	+	8330	₊	–	8331	₋	=	8332	₌	(	8333	₍	)	8334	₎	a	8336	ₐ	e	8337	ₑ	o	8338	ₒ	x	8339	ₓ	i	7522	ᵢ	r	7523	ᵣ	u	7524	ᵤ	v	7525	ᵥ	y	7527	ᵧ	Superscript	CHAR	Code	Numbers	Character	Code
Superscript	Symbol	0	8304	⁰	1	185	¹	2	178	²	3	179	³	4	8308	⁴	5	8309	⁵	6	8310	⁶	7	8311	⁷	8	8312	⁸	9	8313	⁹	+	8314	⁺	–	8315	⁻	=	8316	⁼	(	8317	⁽	)	8318	⁾	a	7491	ᵃ	b	7495	ᵇ	c	7580	ᶜ	d	7496	⁰	e	7497	ᵉ	f	7584	ᶠ	g	7501	ᵍ	h	688	ʰ	i	7588	ᶤ	j	690	ʲ	k	7503	ᵏ	l	737	ˡ	m	7504	ᵐ	n	8319	ⁿ	o	7506	ᵒ	p	7510	ᵖ	r	691	ʳ	s	738	ˢ	t	7511	ᵗ	u	7512	ᵘ	v	7515	ᵛ	w	695	ʷ	x	739	ˣ	y	696	ʸ	z
7611	ᶻ	Copy	and	Paste	from	Another	Program	Another	option	is	to	create	your	superscript	and	subscript	numbers	or	symbols	in	another	program	and	just	copy	and	paste	them	into	your	spreadsheet.	Google	docs	has	the	ability	to	enter	superscript	and	subscript,	so	you	can	always	enter	them	there	first	and	then	copy	and	paste	them	into	your	sheet.
For	your	convenience,	we	have	also	put	common	ones	below	that	you	can	copy	and	paste	into	your	sheet.	Common	Math	Superscripts:	⁰	¹	²	³	⁴	⁵	⁶	⁷	⁸	⁹	⁺	⁻	⁼	⁽	⁾	Common	Math	Subscripts:	₀	₁	₂	₃	₄	₅	₆	₇	₈	₉	₊	₋	₌	₍	₎	More	Google	Sheets	Tutorials:	How	to	Do	Basic	Math	Formulas	Scientific	Notation	in	Google	Sheets	How	to	Insert	Special	Characters	Although	we
rarely	need	to	use	subscript	and	superscript	in	Google	Sheets,	there	might	be	some	special	situations	where	you	might	need	to	include	them.	We	see	the	option	to	add	a	subscript	/	superscript	in	Google	Docs	and	Google	Slides,	so	it	might	come	as	a	surprise	to	many	that	Google	Sheets	has	not	yet	included	a	menu	item	or	shortcut	for	this.	However,
there	are	always	workarounds.	In	this	tutorial	we	will	show	you	3	ways	to	add	a	subscript	or	superscript	in	Google	Sheets:	using	ASCII	codes	using	unicode	symbols	using	a	superscript/	subscript	generator	Method	1:	Using	ASCII	Codes	to	Add	Subscript	and	Superscript	in	Google	Sheets	ASCII	codes	are	numerical	values	that	represent	a	particular
character.	For	example,	the	ASCII	code	for	the	letter	A	is	67.	Similarly,	the	ASCII	code	for	the	degree	symbol	character	(°)	is	176.	There	are	ASCII	codes	for	subscript	and	superscript	characters	too.	For	example,	here’s	a	table	of	ASCII	codes	corresponding	to	all	the	different	subscript	Google	Sheets	compatible	characters:	You	can	make	use	of	these
ASCII	codes	to	display	the	subscript	or	superscript	symbol	that	you	want	to	display.	All	you	need	to	do	is	pass	this	code	as	a	parameter	to	the	CHAR	function.	The	CHAR	function	returns	the	character	corresponding	to	a	given	ASCII	code.	The	symbol	returned	depends	on	the	character	set	of	your	computer,	but	this	is	usually	the	same	on	all
computers.	Syntax	for	the	function	is	as	follows:	=CHAR(number)	Here,	number	is	the	ASCII	code	corresponding	to	the	character	you	want	to	return.	For	your	convenience,	we	have	created	a	Google	Sheets	workbook	with	ASCII	codes	corresponding	to	all	the	superscript	and	subscript	symbols	you’ll	need.		The	workbook	contains	two	sheets	(tabs):
Click	on	the	appropriate	tab	to	find	the	ASCII	codes	you	need.	To	display	your	required	superscript	/	subscript	symbol,	simply	pass	the	ASCII	code	for	it	to	the	CHAR	function,	as	follows:			This	will	display	only	the	symbol	in	the	cell.	But	we	usually	need	to	display	the	superscript	/	subscript	character	with	other	text	in	the	same	cell.	There	are	two	ways
in	which	we	can	accomplish	this.	The	first	way	is	to	copy	the	formula	and	paste	it	as	value	in	the	cell	where	you	need	it.	Say	you	want	to	type	the	notation	x2.	You	can	look	for	the	notation	corresponding	to	the	number	2	subscript	in	the	ASCII	codes	workbook	provided.	Here’s	a	link	to	it	again.	Select	the	symbol	you	need	from	the	Function	column	and
press	CTRL+C.	This	cell	actually	contains	the	CHAR	formula,	as	you	can	see	in	the	formula	bar	when	you	click	on	the	cell.	Select	the	cell	where	you	want	to	add	the	subscript	/	superscript	in	Google	Sheets	and	place	your	cursor	by	double	clicking	on	the	spot	where	you	want	the	subscript/superscript	displayed.	Press	CTRL+SHIFT+V	on	the	Keyboard
to	paste	the	value	(instead	of	formula).	This	will	paste	your	required	superscript/	subscript	symbol	in	place.	You	can	then	adjust	the	font	size	as	needed.	The	second	way	to	display	a	subscript	or	superscript	with	other	text	in	a	cell,	is	by	directly	appending	the	CHAR	function	to	the	text.	So	if	you	want	to	display	the	notation	x2,	simply	use	the
ampersand	(&)	to	append	the	CHAR	function	to	the	text	“x”	as	follows:	=”x”&CHAR(178)	We	passed	the	number	178	to	the	CHAR	function	because	it	is	the	ASCII	code	that	represents	subscript	character	2.	Similarly,	to	display	the	notation	H2O,	we	would	use	the	following	formula:	=”H”&CHAR(8322)&”O”	Notice	we	used	the	number	8322	this	time
because	it	represents	the	superscript	of	2.	Method	2:	Using	Unicode	Symbols	for	Google	Sheets	Superscript	and	Subscript	This	is	the	easiest	and	quickest	way	to	add	superscripts	and	subscripts	in	Google	Sheets.	Unicode	symbols	are	kind	of	like	emojis.	They	internally	represent	special	symbols	by	specific	codes,	and	can	be	copied	and	pasted	to
display	the	character	they	represent	quite	easily.	Click	here	to	see	how	you	can	use	unicodes	to	display	different	kinds	of	checkmarks.	Unlike	ASCII	codes,	unicodes	don’t	usually	need	to	be	converted	and	can	directly	be	copy-pasted	anywhere.	There	are	numerous	websites	available	online	from	where	you	can	fetch	the	unicode	symbol	for	your
required	subscript/superscript	symbol.	One	easy	method	of	how	to	add	superscript	in	Google	Sheets	is	to	simply	Google	it	with	the	prefix	“Subscript”	or	“superscript”	as	shown	below,	and	copy-paste	the	symbol	that	appears.	Another	easy	method	of	how	to	do	subscripts	in	google	sheets	is	to	visit	websites	like	unicode-table.com	or	compart.com	to
obtain	the	unicode	symbol	you	need.	If	you’re	using	the	unicode-table	website,	follow	the	steps	shown	below:	Scroll	down	and	click	on	the	“Superscript	and	Subscript	Letters”	category.	This	will	open	the	page	containing	unicodes	for	all	the	subscript	and	superscript	symbols.	Scroll	to	your	required	symbol	and	hover	your	mouse	pointer	over		it.	This
will	display	a	popup	showing	information	about	the	hovered	symbol.	Click	on	the	Copy	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	popup	displayed.	Now	return	to	your	Google	Sheets	workbook	and	select	the	cell	where	you	want	to	add	the	subscript	/	superscript.	Place	your	cursor	by	double	clicking	on	the	spot	where	you	want	the	subscript/superscript	displayed.
Press	CTRL+SHIFT+V	on	the	keyboard	to	paste	the	value	(instead	of	formula).	This	will	paste	your	required	superscript/	subscript	symbol	in	place.	You	can	then	adjust	the	font	size	as	needed.	Method	3:	How	to	Superscript	in	Google	Sheets	With	a	Generator	Lastly,	you	can	also	use	superscript/subscript	generator	applications	to	create	the



subscript/superscript	forms	of	numbers,	letters	as	well	as	some	symbols.	For	example,	the	Subscript	Generator	and	Superscript	Generator	created	by	Lingojam	allow	you	to	do	just	that.	To	create	your	required	subscript/superscript,	simply	follow	the	link	to	the	website	and	follow	the	steps	shown	below:	Type	the	value	or	symbol	on	the	left	side.	You
will	get	the	corresponding	superscript/subscript	version	of	the	symbol	on	the	right	side.	Copy	the	symbol	created	and	paste	it	in	your	Google	Sheets	workbook	as	needed.	Subscripts	and	Superscripts	in	Google	Sheets	–	FAQ	Does	Google	Sheets	Have	Superscript?	It	doesn’t	support	superscript	natively,	but	you	can	add	it	in	using	a	number	of	different
codes	or	generators.	How	Do	You	Do	Subscript	and	Superscript	in	Google	Sheets?	We’ve	outlined	3	methods	of	how	to	add	subscript	in	Google	Sheets	above,	they	are:	Use	a	superscript	and	subscript	generator	Use	Unicode	Char	Google	Sheets	symbols	Use	ASCII	codes	Conclusion	In	this	tutorial,	we	showed	you	how	to	use	subscript	and	superscript	in
Google	Sheets.	A	lot	of	Google	Sheets	users	have	requested	the	Google	product	team	for	a	superscript/subscript	feature	on	their	forum.	So	there’s	always	a	possibility	of	having	this	feature	included	in	Google	Sheets	someday,	but	until	then,	you	can	use	the	methods	discussed	in	this	tutorial	to	display	at	least	the	most	popularly	used	(if	not	all)
superscript/subscript	symbols	in	Google	Sheets.
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